
COURTLAND SCHOOL 
Everybody Can Be Somebody 

 

PPoolliiccyy  oonn  CCoolllleeccttiivvee  WWoorrsshhiipp  
 

RATIONALE 
The Courtland school community embraces a rich diversity of faiths and cultures.  In line with our 

mission statement, „Everybody Can Be Somebody‟, collective worship aims to celebrate that diversity 

and encourage tolerance, understanding and respect. 

 

The Governors are aware of their duties under the 1988 Education Act.  The majority of Collective 

Worship focuses on values which are broadly Christian and links are made with other faiths.  Children 

attend an assembly on four days of the week.  The remaining day contains a class „Circle Time‟, a 

special time for the children to reflect on their own experiences and values whilst considering the 

feelings of others.   

 

All pupils are encouraged to learn about the beliefs of others in addition to their own as part of the 

religious education national curriculum. Collective worship is provided in a whole-school assembly, and is 

a time for the whole school to reflect on spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues. 

 

AIMS 
 To provide a time for reflection and prayer 

 To provide opportunities for, and discuss times of, „Awe and Wonder‟ 

 To encourage children to reflect on their own feelings and actions 

 To develop children‟s understanding of and respect for faith and faith systems 

 To develop a sense of community and belonging 

 To develop children‟s awareness of the world beyond their immediate experience 

 To encourage children to think of others 

 

GUIDELINES 
Collective Worship at Courtland aims to instil a sense of special time, a sense of special place and a 

sense of ceasing everyday activities in order to focus on „matters of worth‟. 

 

Elements of Collective Worship 

Collective Worship may involve one or more of the following: 

 

Prayer   

We introduce prayers in a variety of ways in order to show respect for all religious traditions and 

beliefs: “and now in a moment of stillness, listen to the words of a well-known prayer;”  “I am going to 

read to you the words of a Christian, Jewish, Hindu etc prayer. I want you to think about the words 

carefully. Some of you might want to say a silent prayer of your own.” If children do not want to join in 

they are asked to sit quietly whilst others participate. Our assemblies reflect the diverse range of 

religions in our school community. They are sensitive and inclusive, taking into account the collective 

character of Courtland School. 

 

Religious visitors 

We invite people from religious organisations who share our collective worship aims to participate in 

Courtland assemblies.  We regularly have a representative from the „Pathway‟ organisation, who leads 

the school in a Christian themed assembly. At the end of the presentation, the children have the 

option to pray or to reflect upon what the lesson of the assembly has been about.   

 

 

 



Music   

We recognise the uplifting and cohesive potential of singing. Songs are used to add to the meaning of 

the sessions, to reflect the time of year or to foster a sense of community. 

Music from a range of countries and cultures is played as children enter/leave assemblies.  

 

Story   

Moral stories in Collective Worship provide discussion points for a variety of issues.  Spiritual stories 

pose questions about life and its underlying purpose, meaning and value.  Religious stories develop 

understanding of world faiths. 

 

Participation    

Children are asked to contribute their own thoughts and ideas and are encouraged to share 

information about their own beliefs and religious practices.  At times children may contribute in other 

ways e.g. through role play 

 

Ritual   

This may be in the form of lighting a candle at the beginning or end of a session or the passing of an 

object or artefact to determine which child will speak. 

 

Focal Point   

An object or an artefact e.g. holy book or candle, can form an important aspect of Collective Worship 

as it contributes to the sense of special occasion and encourages the children to focus their attention 

on an object of special value or meaning. 

 

Teaching 

The Scheme of work we currently use is the Barnet Scheme of work.  

 

Timetable                                                

Monday  Whole School – Class Teacher rota 

Tuesday Whole School- Deputy Headteacher                                           

Wednesday Key Stage assemblies- Music Teacher            

Thursday Circle time in class           

Friday             Whole School – Headteacher 

Assembly rotas are drawn up by the Deputy Headteacher.  For weekly Key Stage assemblies led by 

class teachers, the Deputy Headteacher proposes a weekly theme, determined by religious calendars, 

special events and festivals.  Teachers can use an alternative theme where appropriate. 

 

Achievement Assembly 

Twice a term an „Achievement Assembly‟ is held, where children are chosen by class teachers to share 

their learning successes with the rest of the school.  The names of children taking part are written in 

the „Achievement Book‟ and in the weekly Newsletter.  Team point certificates are also awarded in 

whole school assemblies.  The Team Point Trophy is awarded to the team with the most points for the 

previous period.  Other achievements in music, sport etc are also celebrated in assemblies.  

 

Weekly PSHE/SEAL Assembly 

Each week the „Thought of the week‟ is introduced in the SEAL assembly led by the PSHE co-

ordinator. The weekly theme is linked to the half termly SEAL focus. The „Thought of the week‟ is also 

displayed in each classroom, outside the Head teacher‟s room and in the weekly newsletter.  

 

British Values 

The children have been familiarised with the concept of „British values‟ and based on these we have 

devised our own „Courtland values‟. Once a month there is an assembly where the children learn that a 

value is a principle which guides their thinking and behaviour. At the end of the assembly the children 

have a chance to reflect on what that value means to them. The assemblies also reflect any topical 

issues. 



Travel Plan Assembly 

When applicable the Travel Plan Champion carries out a whole school assembly linked to an element of 

road safety, the environment or an action from the school‟s Travel Plan. This gives the children a 

chance to be involved in issues linked to their journey to school and around their local area. It also 

gives them a chance to think about ways to improve the issues and understand their role in making 

them better. 

 

Class Assemblies 

Once a year each class prepares a special assembly for the rest of the school.  Parents of children in 

the class are invited. 

 

Visitors 

It is our policy to welcome visitors into assembly.  Class teachers can invite visitors from a variety of 

community organisations – religious and charitable – to share their ideas with the children.  This gives 

the children a sense of the community beyond school and encourages them to think about people in 

circumstances different to their own. Other subject leaders may also invite visitors from various 

areas of the curriculum to allow the children to collectively learn about a new subject e.g. recycling and 

e-safety. 

 

Resources 

Assembly resources are kept in the staffroom and teachers can also use online resources.  R.E. 

resources are also used for assemblies.  We subscribe to „Assembly box‟ website to assist in planning 

assemblies.  

 

Right to withdraw 

Parents/carers have the right to withdraw their child from collective worship and are not required to 

provide a reason for doing so. Parent/carers will be encouraged to discuss their decision with the 

Headteacher following a request of withdrawal in terms of: 

• The elements of worship in which the parent/carer would object to the pupil taking part. 

• The practical implications of withdrawal. 

Withdrawal of a pupil usually involves their physical absence; however, if it is agreed so between the 

Headteacher and parent/carer, the pupil may remain in the collective worship but will not be involved 

in any discussion.  
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